CHEESE ROOM COTTAGE

WHITE HOUSE FARM, MARCHAMLEY, SHREWSBURY SY4 5LE

ACCESS STATEMENT

This access statement aims to describe as accurately as possible the facilities and services offered to our guests.  The cottage has been designed and fitted with the disabled visitor in mind, but does not of course preclude visitors who are fully able.  

Cheese Room Cottage was converted in 2015 from the original brick building where the cheese was stored when White House Farm was a working dairy farm in the early twentieth century.  The wood-clad extension housing the bedrooms and wet room was originally a lean-to wood shed which has been enlarged and extended. We are still a working farm, although only arable these days, and we also provide grazing facilities for a few riding horses in the village.

Introduction

Cheese Room Cottage is a self-contained property situated on a private lane off the road which runs through the small hamlet of Marchamley in picturesque North Shropshire.  Marchamley is a mile from the historic village of Hodnet with the renowned Hodnet Hall Gardens, a 20 minute drive from the medieval county town of Shrewsbury and just under an hour’s drive from Chester.  

Our self-catering cottage is all level on the ground floor with no steps and with extra wide doors throughout (850mm width).  There is a small single bedroom on the first floor accessed by a staircase for use by an unrelated carer accompanying a disabled person or elderly couple or for a third family member.  We are happy to accept one or two well-behaved pets as we appreciate that many visitors like to holiday with their pets.

Surrounding Area

The cottage is a mile from the village of Hodnet and a car is required to get to the village as the footpath doesn’t extend the whole way.  Hodnet is a pretty medieval village containing many black and white buildings.  It has a village shop with post office, florist shop and rocking horse shop.  St Luke’s Church which dates back to Norman times has the only octagonal tower in Shropshire.  The renowned Hodnet Hall Gardens are open every Sunday between April and September.  The doctors’ surgery has a pharmacy within it.  The Princess Royal Hospital at Telford is 13 miles away and the Royal Shrewsbury Hospital is 22 miles away, both of which have an Accident & Emergency department.

The market towns of Market Drayton (6 miles) and Whitchurch (8 miles) both have a large selection of supermarkets and individual shops plus leisure facilities.  The award-winning Festival Drayton Centre in Market Drayton has a cinema, theatre and café with full disabled access.

The county town of Shrewsbury which lies on the River Severn holds the renowed Shrewsbury Flower Show every August and there are beautiful gardens down by the river.  Shrewsbury is 14 miles south of Hodnet and there are very efficient park and ride facilities into the town.  Cheshire’s county town of Chester is just under an hour’s drive north from Marchamley and is another historic town with Roman walls, a racecourse and plenty of shopping.

North Shropshire is full of wonderful places to visit from museums such as the World Heritage site at Ironbridge which has seven different museums, National Trust properties and Hawkstone Follies to name but a few.  There is the renowed Hawkstone Park golf course two miles down the road from the cottage at Weston-under-Redcastle.
Arrival at Cheese Room Cottage

Full directions to reach the property will be provided on booking.  The cottage is situated on a private lane which also gives access to our own property next door to the cottage and a bungalow also in our ownership which is on a long-term let.  

The cottage has its own fully paved garden surrounded by a 3ft 8” wooden fence, so is secure for all but the most determined dogs.  We are dog owners ourselves and our visitors are most welcome to walk the perimeters of the farm fields, crops permitting.

There is one parking  space for the cottage is in front of the property accessed by a wide wooden gate in the perimeter fence.  If a second parking space is required, this can be accommodated in the farmyard.

We personally welcome our guests on arrival and show them around the property and can provide plenty of suggestions on local places to visit, eating out, etc.  There is also a folder in the cottage containing such information.

Interior of Cheese Room Cottage

The wide front door opens directly into the spacious hallway with living room, wet room and main bedroom off plus staircase to the single first-floor bedroom.  The living room with kitchen area and hallway have oak flooring, the main bedroom has non-slip carpet tiles and the stairs and single bedroom are carpeted.  There is electric underfloor heating throughout the downstairs area and a radiator in the single bedroom.   All exterior doors and windows are double-glazed.

The living room has the original oak beamed ceiling from the farm cheese store with modern conduit spot lighting.  A wood-burning stove sits in the original brick fireplace and logs are provided for those cosy evening fires.  Seating is provided by a two-seater sofa and a comfortable leather electric riser/recliner chair.  There is one small coffee table with storage under but the TV/dvd player and book shelves are wall-mounted to maximise floor space for a wheelchair.  French doors open out onto the patio where a garden table and chairs are provided between spring and autumn for outdoor leisure.  The L-shaped kitchen area contains a built-in fridge with freezer box, single-drainer sink, electric touch-control induction hob, extractor unit and a combination fan oven/grill/microwave.  The corner floor unit has double carousel shelves which pull out fully for easy access.  One of the wall units has a pull-down double shelf unit.  There is also a pull-out worktop area underneath the oven.  The sink unit and hob have wheelchair access (ie no cupboards underneath them) and the oven is at suitable wheelchair height.  Tucked into the corner opposite the kitchen area by the front window is a square oak dining table which is extendable with wheelchair access underneath and three dining chairs.

The oak door directly opposite the front door opens outwards into the wetroom, with non-slip Altro Aquarius flooring.  The thermostatically controlled shower has both a wall-mounted circular head and a hand shower attachment.  A wall-mounted shower seat with padded backrest and arms can be folded away if not required.  The wash basin is at a height suitable for wheelchair users and the toilet is comfort-height with folding support rails on either side for right or left wheelchair transfer.  Again these rails can be folded away if not required.  A heated towel rail on the wall provides additional heating and a door in the corner of the wet room gives access to a fitted washing machine/tumble drier.  A perching stool and wheel-in shower chair are also available on request.

The large main double bedroom contains two electric fully adjustable single beds which can be left as singles for both right or left wheelchair transfer or clipped together to make a king-size double bed (please advise when booking how you would like the beds arranged).  The foot of the beds can be raised, or the head of the beds can be raised or both foot and head together.  There is a built-in large three-drawer chest with mirror above and a built-in hanging wardrobe, in addition to two bedside cabinets.

The carpeted stairs from the hallway lead to a single bedroom in the eaves of the roof, with single bed and bedside cabinet.  There is a vanity unit with washbasin, storage cupboards and drawers along one wall plus clothes hanging rail, radiator and  velux-style window.

The cupboard door in the hallway to the right of the wet room door houses the electric underfloor heating controls and the electric switch box.  The vacuum cleaner and ironing board are also stored here.

A small pedal bin is provided in the kitchen area for general waste and a table-top container for recyclable kitchen food waste.  Three further waste bins for recyclable waste are situated on the exterior corner wall of the cottage (red and blue tops for bottles and plastics, green top for papers and cardboard).  We would ask that you clean up after your pets using poop bags which can be put in the exterior green top bin (or if you use biodegradable poop bags or a shovel you can put the waste in the trailer parked by the stables in the yard).

Outside and paved garden area

The paved area outside the cottage is for your use both for parking your vehicle and for sitting out in fine weather.  A garden table and chairs with free-standing sun umbrella are provided between spring and autumn and we keep the two stone cattle troughs planted with seasonable bulbs and plants for your enjoyment.  The paved area is surrounded by a 3ft 8” high wooden fence with wide wooden access gate (width 7’ 8”) on the side for vehicle access. You are also very welcome to walk the perimeter of the farm fields (crops permitting) and there are plenty of good walks around the village and further afield.  Leaflets written by the local footpath walking group are located in the cottage as are leaflets on the various local attractions.

There is no secure storage provided for bicycles or other outdoor equipment but you are welcome to store such items in the open-fronted hay barn/feed room at the back of the cottage.  However we must point out that this is entirely at your own risk.  There is an electric point in this barn if large electric wheelchairs require charging.
Pets

We are happy to accept one or two well-behaved dogs  (or possibly cat, bird or even a pony or horse – stabling and grazing can also be provided at additional cost).  Dog bed(s) can be provided if required.  We only ask that you clear up after your dogs both indoors and out and don’t allow them onto the beds or furniture without first covering with throws (a throw is provided for the sofa).  We would also kindly request that you don’t leave your pet in the cottage alone. If you are visiting an attraction where dogs are not permitted or going out for an evening meal, we can provide a large metal cage for the property to secure your pet. 

Accommodation Limitation

The maximum occupancy is for three people.  Please note that the single bedroom upstairs is in the roof eaves and there is some restriction on height at the sides of the room.

Additional Information

We have a no smoking policy in the cottage. You need also to be aware that hay and straw are stored in the feed room behind the cottage in the farm yard so please do not discard any cigarette ends around the yard.  Please do not use candles in the cottage.

A torch can be found in the kitchen drawer and in each of the drawers of the three bedside cabinets in case of power cuts. There is a large battery-powered lantern in the bedroom wardrobe in the rare event of any long power cuts. There is a small fire extinguisher in the hallway by the front door. A hairdryer is provided in both bedrooms.

The books on the shelf in the living room are provided for your enjoyment.  If you are in the middle of reading one when your stay comes to an end you are welcome to take it with you, and it would be much appreciated if you would leave a donation of 50p for the local church funds.

We welcome any feedback on the facilities, as we want your stay to be as

comfortable as possible. Our farmhouse is next door to the cottage and we are happy to provide any assistance or advice that you require or deal with any problems which might arise.  

We very much hope you enjoy your stay at Cheese Room Cottage and the beautiful countryside of Shropshire!

Karen and John Powell

